ICCD

Integrated Center for
Child Development

Dear Potential Post-Doctoral Fellow:

Thank you for your inquiry about our post-doctoral Fellowship Training Program. Attached please
find a narrative with some information about the Integrated Center For Child Development (ICCD)
and an application.

Please complete the application, attach the requested materials and forward to me as soon as
possible. Although the deadline for applications is February 28, 2020, we will review each as it is
received and begin to fill our post-doctoral fellowships. We strongly encourage applicants to
forward application materials as soon as possible for priority review. There is a stipend of
$46,000 for first year fellows and other benefits are available such as health and dental
insurance.

Your packet should include: _ Application Ccv Transcript (this may be “unofficial”
but issued by your Registrar’s Office; an official transcript is required prior to beginning your post-
doctoral training) __ Three (3) sample testing reports (cleansed of identifying information)
Two (2) letters of reference (these should be from someone who can attest to your professional
character and clinical ability)

Please feel free to email me should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Giancarlo Fusco, PsyD
Licensed Psychologist
gfusco@iccdpartners.org



Integrated Center for Child Development

Narrative

The Integrated Center for Child Development (ICCD) is a multi-disciplinary center offering
neuropsychological, behavioral, medical, and educational services to individuals with special needs. I[CCD
offers evaluative and treatment options to individuals presenting with a variety of developmental
challenges. These include autism and autism spectrum disorders; learning disabilities; genetic disorders
and developmental disabilities; ADD/ADHD; psychiatric disorders; and neurological injuries.

The ICCD mission is to provide high quality clinical services to clients and their families; to offer
postgraduate training for professionals in pediatric neuropsychology, and related fields; and to educate the
community in the identification and management of learning and developmental disorders. In addition to
direct assessment, all clinicians at ICCD are available to collaborate with families for ongoing care. A
family might choose to bring the clinician into the special education process by inviting them to observe the
child in school or to participate in a team meeting. They may also wish for the clinician to consult with other
professionals involved in the care of the child: teachers, therapists, advocates, and health care professionals.

The ICCD is managed by Rafael Castro. Our staff has grown to nearly 70 individuals and includes
professionals with backgrounds in neuropsychology and child psychology; pediatric medicine and
neurogenetics; occupational therapy; special education; speech-language pathology; assistive technologies;
and family and group therapy.

Services

ICCD offers psychological, medical, educational, speech and language, assistive technology and family
therapy services in a highly integrated manner to children ranging in age from infancy to late adolescence
who is confronted with many types of developmental, medical and learning issues, such as: autism spectrum
disorders, learning disabilities, attention disorders, mood and anxiety disorders, and neurological disorders.
Evaluations are conducted in order to determine an appropriate diagnosis, to plan treatment, to monitor
progress, or to guide decision-making with respect to eligibility determinations. Many of these children
would traditionally be seen in a hospital or other institutional settings but by working in a community-based
setting, we believe that it is possible to achieve both a higher degree of individualized care and
interdisciplinary integration. The center also offers families a high level of expertise with regard to
educational planning and management of children with special educational needs. ICCD strives to build
long-term relationships with families so that guidance and support are provided throughout a child’s
development; in addition, ICCD is always available to provide ongoing consultation with a range of
professionals involved with our clients and their families. Professionals at ICCD provide a range of
evaluation services that include neuropsychological evaluations, neurodevelopmental assessments, medical
evaluation, speech/language evaluation and educational program evaluation. Clinicians at ICCD provide
treatment services for children who have been evaluated at ICCD and those who have not. Specially trained
graduate level behaviorists design treatment plans for children with developmental disabilities such as
autism; implementation of these programs by ICCD behavioral tutors at home and school help children with
significant disabilities to gain more functional skills by improving self-regulation of behavior, social skills,
and daily living skills. Educational consultants work with children who have unusual learning styles to help
them develop compensatory strategies so that they can succeed in school more independently, medical staff



develop psychopharmacologic interventions, speech/language pathologists work with children who have a
wide range of disabilities, teaching them to use verbal skills to communicate more effectively and enhance
social skills. Our family therapist may work with clients and/or families to cope with the challenges that face
them currently and in the future.

Neuropsychological Evaluations

Neuropsychological evaluations use the assessment techniques of clinical psychology and neuropsychology
to assess learning and developmental challenges; to identify their underpinnings; to offer a diagnosis; and to
make recommendations for treatment and management. Neuropsychological-Assistive Technology
Evaluations provide a comprehensive assessment of a child’s learning and development with a critical eye
toward the physical and sensory deficits that interfere with the ability to access or to convey information or
language. Recommendations specifically target the barriers to successful performance with an emphasis on
tools and strategies that promote independence.

Team Evaluations

Multidisciplinary evaluations at the ICCD offer a unique opportunity to bring professionals together around
complex clinical issues. Teams may include neuropsychologists, developmental pediatricians and
neurogeneticists, behaviorists, speech-language therapists and special educators. These evaluations are
designed to quickly bring multiple clinicians together around specific clinical questions, often of an acute
nature, and to offer prompt feedback and interventions.

Medical Services

Medical Services at the Integrated Center for Child Development offers a comprehensive medical approach
to special needs. Dr. Susan Manea, our Medical Director is a board-certified pediatrician and pediatric
neurogeneticist specializing in the diagnosis and treatment of children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, as
well as genetic, neurologic, and developmental disabilities.

A variety of services are provided including diagnostics and treatment for a variety of genetic and
developmental disabilities as well as comprehensive evaluations for Autism Spectrum disorders. A full
neurodevelopmental evaluation will define possible underlying medical etiologies and determine appropriate
laboratory studies and evaluations. Comprehensive medical care includes extensive recommendations for
treatment and educational programming that can be utilized to advocate for therapeutic needs. Follow up care
will address specific patient needs in the realm of behavior, sleep, nutrition, and general health with
monitoring of developmental progress and continued recommendations for educational programming and
home based interventions.

Psychopharmacologic modalities can be utilized as needed in patients whose family function is significantly
altered and in children whose developmental progress or well-being is impacted heavily by behaviors. A
number of strategies are utilized to address these behaviors including ruling out underlying medical
etiologies such as seizures or gastrointestinal symptoms, outlining behavioral strategies, maximizing
educational programming, and helping families establish home-based strategies. Once these strategies are in
place, pharmacologic agents can then be considered if the patient’s overall function does not improve. The
number of medications and options that are available to families can be overwhelming and Dr. Manea feels it
is important to take time to talk with families, observe children, and target specific aspects of behavior that



may benefit from psychopharmacologic intervention. More importantly when prescribing medications open
lines of communication and accessibility must be established to prevent untoward effects and determine
efficacy.

Educational Services

Educational Services is a developing segment of the practice and is directed by Kathleen G. Burek, M.Ed. a
special education teacher with 30 years of experience in public and private schools. Services include direct
tutorial in individual and group formats; program evaluation and consultation; and parent and community
education. We offer Saturday tutorial groups, individual tutoring, and at home tutoring. In addition, staff
from educational services provide program evaluations of public and provide school programs and consult
with teachers.

Assistive Technology Services

Children with developmental and learning challenges sometimes need assistive technology devices or
services in order to benefit fully from social and academic placements and programs, and to participate with
the greatest success and independence. Evaluations begin with communication with the family and
individuals working with the child to identify the physical, neurological, cognitive, language, and behavioral
needs which impact functioning in school and/or at home. Observations of the child’s performance in a
natural setting clarify the demands of the environment and highlight precisely what the individual needs to
do but is unable to do. A hands-on exploration of a continuum of technology-based supports, from low tech
to high tech, leads to identification of those that represent the best fit between the child’s goals, needs,
learning style, and features of the various assistive or universal learning technologies. The evaluation report
includes a comprehensive implementation plan with a suggested timeline, a description of required training,
the identification of resources, and an outline of steps that need to be taken to ensure coordination of AT with
other services, supports and providers.

The Assistive Technology Specialist provides essential follow up training and support in the implementation
of assistive and universal learning technologies to individuals, families, educators and school districts. With
an extensive Special Education background, the Assistive Technology Specialist is able to identify effective
strategies for integrating assistive technologies into the IEP to support the goal for students to receive the
maximum benefit from their individual educational program.

Speech-Language Services

ICCD also offers speech-language assessment and therapy for children from pre-school through adolescence.
Speech-language therapy is offered to children with both fundamental communication difficulties and to
children with more subtle language challenges that may undermine verbal expression or the development of
written language.



Adult Assessment Program (AAP)

AAP has been developed in response to the gaps in service delivery for adults with learning, attention, and
developmental disorders. The AAP serves young adults with identified needs who are transitioning out of the
public school, special education system; college, graduate school, and professional school students with
learning needs; and adults who have struggled with attention, task management, learning or socialization but
who have never been formally assessed.

Family Therapy

ICCD recently developed a Family Therapy Program. Family therapy is used as a means to involve all
members of a family in understanding and coping with the challenges facing it. It helps families to
understand and improve the way that each member interacts and resolves conflicts with one another. Family
roles, rules, and behavior patterns are also often explored as a way to identify issues that contribute to
conflict or distress. Family strengths are identified as well, and used when establishing appropriate,
productive goals for the family. It is a positive intervention that allows families to harness and strengthen
existing resources while simultaneously helping each person work collaboratively toward solutions to
various conflicts.

Consultation

Clinical staff at ICCD routinely consult with a range of professionals, including attorneys, pediatricians,
psychologists, psychiatrists, special educators, teachers, and school administrators. Our staff members are
contracted annually by a number of public school systems to provide ongoing consultation and support to
teachers and parents of children with developmental disorders. ICCD also maintains contracts to design and
manage substantially separate classrooms within public school systems for children with developmental
disorders.

Fellowship Training Program

ICCD is committed to providing exceptional post-doctoral training for post-doctoral fellows seeking
specialization in pediatric neuropsychology and in applied behavioral analysis. Our apprenticeship training
model is unique; in most training sites, the post-doctoral fellow sees clients independently and then meets for
supervision with a neuropsychologist who typically has not observed the child or met the parents. In order to
provide the consistently excellent care that ICCD is known for, we believe that it is essential for a more
experienced neuropsychologist to take the lead in all evaluations aided by the aspiring neuropsychologist in
order to yield a much richer and broader training experience in terms of developing both clinical and
professional skills.

Clinical expertise is acquired through exposure to a wide range of cases with support in Integration of the
data so that a clear view of the child’s learning style and needs emerges. In order to accomplish this goal,
the post-doctoral fellow works side-by-side with an experienced clinician. The fellow observes the intake
session, assists the clinician in testing the child, joins the clinician in the feedback and drafts the report with
the supervisor. In addition to the time spent with the supervisor in clinical activities, the post-doctoral fellow
has regular weekly supervision as well as informal supervisory experiences, such as “debriefing” after a



feedback session and didactic seminars. Our Apprenticeship training program facilitates both modeling and
direct teaching of clinical skills and professional compartment. As the post-doctoral fellow becomes more
experienced and demonstrates consistently the skills required for high quality neuropsychological
assessment, a greater degree of independent practice is facilitated.

Areas of Concentration

ICCD neuropsychology post-doctoral fellows will concentrate in one of two areas. One area focuses on
evaluation of young children with autism spectrum disorders and developmental disabilities. Alternatively,
fellows may focus on work with older children and adolescents presenting with learning disabilities,
executive functioning disorder, and neuropsychiatric disabilities. An extended fellowship combining both
elements is possible. A third possibility is in our Applied Behavioral Learning Services Department where
postdoctoral fellows work closely with senior level behaviorists providing both home and school-based
services to children with autism.

Parent and Professional Education and Community Qutreach

Our Staff regularly conducts seminars for parents and professional groups on a wide variety of topics. Our
staffs are considered authorities in their fields and are accomplished, informative and entertaining public
speakers. In addition, ICCD collaborates with other organizations such as The Asperger’s Association of
New England to provide seminars of interest to clients, families and professionals. The ICCD is also
approved by the American Psychological Association to offer continuing education credits for psychologists.
Staff from the ICCD has worked with Massachusetts Advocates for Children (MAC) which provides legal
representation pro bono to children with disabilities who are from disadvantaged backgrounds. One of the
significant obstacles that MAC faces in this endeavor is the lack of accessibility to high quality
neuropsychological evaluations. MAC is unable to advocate for services without a comprehensive
evaluation. By providing evaluations at no charge to these Families, ICCD enhances MAC'’s ability to carry
out its mission.
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APPLICATION FOR POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP

Name

Address

Home Phone

Cell Phone

E-mail

Fax #

Please check which track holds your primary interest in terms of services offered and/or Clients
served: Developmental Disabilities Learning Disabilities Extended
fellowship to cover both the LD and DD

Tell us why you have chosen this track(s):

Please list your assessment experience with children/adolescents:




Please list your therapy experience with children/adolescents:

Please explain why you are interested in receiving post-doctoral training at ICCD?



What do you hope to gain from this training experience?

Please share with us your current thinking about your career goals and where you see yourself
professionally in five years.

What do you see as your strengths within the context of the ICCD Apprenticeship model?

What do you see as potential challenges for you in this training site?



Please complete the table on the next page (# 4) regarding experience with Specific testing
instruments.

Signature

Date

Please send this packet including relevant materials together via email or postal mail.



Please rate your experience with the administration and scoring of the following instruments. If you
believe that you are proficient in giving and scoring a test, rate your experience as substantial.

Experience:
None —
Substantial —

Other Comments:



BRIEF

WISC-IV

WISC-V

WPPSI-IV

WAIS-IV

WRAML-2

Rey Osterrieth

Beery VMI

Boston Naming

Delis Kaplan
Executive
Functioning Battery

CPT-Il

Stroop

Trail Making

Verbal Fluency

Wisconsin Card

NEPSY

GORT-4

TOWL-3

WIAT-II

Leiter

Bayley Scales

CELF

Preschool
Language Scale

TAT

Children’s
Depression
Inventory (CDI)

Roberts
Apperception Test

Conner’s Rating
Scale

Children Memory
Scale

Achenbach Scales

Rorschach Test




